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he Ogunquit Heritage Museum at

the historic Winn House celebrated
its first year anniversary by honoring
the artist colony and Ogunquit’s mar-
itime history. Recognizing the Ogunquit
Art Association’s 75" anniversary, an
exhibit featured ephemera and paint-
ings by past Association presidents.
First president Charles Woodbury and
current president Nancy Davison along
with current members were repre-
sented.

In collaboration with the Ogun-
quit Museum of American Art, a walking
tour was developed to include Ogun-
quit’s historic sites around Perkins
Cove. The tour was conducted by
Marcia Brazer, Isabel Lewando, and
Barbara Woodbury. It included fishing
shacks and artist studios and the tour’s
climax was a visit to the Charles Wood-
bury studio so graciously hosted by the
Brazer family.

In addition, a weekly walking
tour, conducted by costumed Robin
Fagerlund, of historic Ogunquit Village
was established. The tour took visitors
along the Ogunquit River, at one time
the site of shipyards, docks, and fish
houses serving Ogunquit’s early mar-
itime fleet.

The Ogunquit Heritage Museum
at the Winn House had a lot to cele-
brate. Sixteen years ago the house was
moved from Route 1 to Jacob’s Field,
and a few years later, to its current lo-
cation. After 4 years of restoration, the

Celebrating Ogunquit’s History

house has become a fine example of late
eighteenth century architecture. Visitors
from a number of states, and as far away
as the United Kingdom toured the Winn
House this past summer, discovering its
characteristic Maine architecture and
charm.

We would like to thank everyone
who made our dreams come true for the
Winn House and we look to a future with
great promise of more exciting things to
come.

Do You Remember?

Sunday, November 16, 2003.
2 p.m. at the

Ogunquit Memorial Library

Join us and share stories,
photos, and memorabilia about
people, places, and events in
Ogunquit...the Village, the Cove,
fishing, the Village School, sum-
mer folks, and all that make
Ogunquit a unique place by the
sea.

Sponsored by the Ogunquit Her-
itage Museum and the Friends
of the Winn House




ROBY LITTLEFIELD REMEMBERS ....

About the first prominent American artist to come here was Charles H.
Woodbury. He had an art school in Boston. He came here first in about 1890,
stopping at the Ogunquit House, next door to the Methodist Church. He liked the
place so well he bought land adjacent to Perkins Cove and had a studio and later a
dwelling house built there. His summer art school became one of the best known in
this area. He married one of his pupils, Susan Oaks, daughter of Judge Oaks of
South Berwick. For a wedding trip he hired a horse and wagon and coachman to
bring them here from South Berwick. Her father, who was quite a prankster,
disguised himself and arranged with the livery to act as coachman. On the way here
from South Berwick he got them lost and they spent their wedding day night
roaming the woods around the base of Agamenticus Mountain.

Another artist who came here years ago was Hamilton Easter Field who
bought the Adams Island house in Perkins Cove and had a summer school of painting
there. He was one of the first, if not the first, to have nude models pose out on the
rocks. Of course the young boys were curious and tried to peek. He had guards
posted to keep them away. One day Joe Weare, then just a youngster, got caught
peeking and was mauled by a guard.

When Joe got home his Aunt Bessie, who was quite spirited, asked his father
what he was going to do about it. "Nothing,” said Henry who was a peaceable soul.
“Well I'm going to,” said Bessie. In telling about it afterward, Bessie said, “I told him
if I heard of their doing to any boy what they did to Joe I would come down and
horse whip them.” Field tried to reply, but each time I opened up, the harder he
stuttered, so he couldn’t say a word.”

From The Ogunquit Breeze, Roby Littlefield, editor, Midwinter Bulletin, 1975

Did you know that ... Would You Donate...

e The Winn House has been Small fans?
restored to its 1825 structure? Small air conditioner?

e The Winn House uses post Local historical photos?
and beam construction? Staples gift certificates?

e Most of the paneling in two of Small refrigerator?
the rooms is original? Family archives?

e A center chimney serves three Period furniture?
downstairs fireplaces? Fishing artifacts?

® A restoration craftsman plastered Historical paintings?
the rooms? Old post cards?

WINN HOUSE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Good teachers never stop teaching, and that may be why Blanche
Staples, longtime teacher at Ogunquit’s Village School, faithfully volunteered
her Saturdays to give informative tours of the Winn House. Her effort is due
to her dedication in preserving Ogunquit’s heritage so that it will not be lost.
Blanche has also volunteered at the Ogunquit Village School as part of its
history project and at the Ogunquit Museum of American Art.






